
Mark your calendars! This March, the Launchpad in Carbondale will 
host an exhibition bringing together six Western Slope artists who 

have been Artist in Wilderness residents, to share how their work was 
influenced by the experience and has since evolved. The artists are Joan 
Engler, Michael Kinsley, Nancy Lovendahl, Jill Sher, Sylvia Emery Wil-
helm and Ellen Woods. The opening reception will be on Friday, March 
4th, from 6-8 p.m. A panel discussion, featuring three of the artists, will 
be moderated by Brent Gardner-Smith on the closing night of the show, 
Friday, March 25th at 6 p.m.
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Wilderness 
Work-

shop’s growing 
Artist-in-Wilder-
ness program 
received great 
press and buzz 
this year. Four 
artists, Michelle 
Podgorski, Val 
Rossman, Steven 

Walker, and Ellen Woods, produced 
unique work inspired by the wilder-
ness of the Colorado Rockies. This 
year’s medium was painting. 

Philadelphia’s Val Rossman, an 
abstract artist who works primar-
ily in chalk pastel, was one of the 
artists who spent a week in a cabin 
in Marble touring the area as she 
painted and drew. She joined board 
member Mary Dominick on air 
for the Aspen Public Radio show 
Crosscurrents, where she described 
her experiences participating in the 

program. Wild Works conducted a 
Q & A with Val to get insights into 
her time in the Roaring Fork valley 
and how it affected her work. 

Q: What was it like to create art 
outdoors?

A: For me, being a part of arts 
in the wilderness and working en 
plein air was very different because 
I normally work in my studio. The 
outdoors provides a new stimulus. 
All my senses were heightened. I 
was trying to capture the difference 
between the vastness of the land-
scape—the hugeness of the Maroon 
Bells—and contrasting that with the 
small details of the mountain flowers 
on Independence Pass. The contrast 
of huge and tiny was fascinating.

Q: What is the interplay between 
natural beauty and your artwork?

A: My recent body of work deals 
with the random beauty of nature. 
I love color and I continuously try 

to express how colors are always 
making an impact on me. I’m put-
ting down the colors that I’m feeling, 
and I try to portray the feeling I have 
when I’m in a wonderful place.

Q: What are you working on 
from your time in artist-in-wilder-
ness?

A: I am working on four different 
pieces based on four visual experi-
ences:

One, the Maroon Bells and the 
contrast between the lake, moun-
tains, and trees.

Two, the unusually tall grasses 
and fields of color. 

Three, the aspen trees. The yellow 
of the aspens; the melancholy that 
evokes.

Four, the vivid sky. 
All four pieces are almost merg-

ing together. As a whole, they are 
describing the interconnected 
experience.

Q & A WITH ARTIST VAL ROSSMAN

WILD INSPIRATION

Philadelphia-based abstract painter was one of four artists-in-wilderness

Hay Park by Joan Engler, 2009


